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President to review IITs in detail 

DC | N. ARUN KUMAR | August 07, 2014, 05.08 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140807/nation-education/article/president-review-iits-detail  

Chennai: In his capacity of ‘Visitor’ (head) of 16 IITs, President Pranab Mukherjee has called for a day-long 

meeting with the chairmen and directors of all the institutes on August 22 in New Delhi. 

The meeting may not be just a formality now as the President will be discussing various issues with an eye on 

improving the quality of IITs, besides reviewing their functioning. 

Speaking to Deccan Chronicle on Wednesday, former Anna University vice-chancellor and chairman (board of 

governors), IIT Kanpur Prof. M. Anandakrishnan said that the President had started the series of reviews of 

centrally funded institutes to understand their functioning. 

“The President wants to know what we are doing, the goal we have set for the institute, how government has to 

support us and how the institutes are handicapped in various fronts,” he said. 

Pointing out that the President had given 15 minutes time to each director to present the overall picture about 

their institute, the IIT-Kanpur chairman said that the President would also discuss several other issues that he 

might think are pertinent in today’s context. 

IIT Madras director Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi added that he would outline the steps the institute has taken to 

rise in world rankings, besides bringing up other initiatives taken recently in various matters. 

Once the President completes review of IITs he would continue to assess the performance of 30 National 

Institutes of Technology, followed by 40 Central Universities. 

The President heads all the centrally funded institutions, including IIT, NIT and central universities as Visitor 

(head). 
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Underperforming UGC set for restructuring 

Wednesday, 6 August 2014 - 7:15am IST | Agency: DNA  

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-underperforming-ugc-set-for-restructuring-2008354 

Upset over the University Grants Commission's gross failure in curbing fake universities and haphazard growth 

of private and deemed varsities, the union government has appointed a high-level committee to suggest ways to 

restructure the commission. 

The committee will be headed by former UGC chairman Hari Gautam. An order in this regard was passed by 

the Ministry of Human Resources and Development (MHRD) on July 30 which also seeks to amend the UGC 

Act, 1956, in order to re-organise the UGC to bring out reforms in the higher education sector. The 

commission's grant distribution system will also be revamped. The decision is in sync with BJP's manifesto for 

the Lok Sabha election 2014. 

What does the order say? 
Listing the failures of the UGC on many fronts, the four-page MHRD order states, "There is a realization that 

the UGC is not able to do justice to its mandate in light of massification of higher education...UGC's entire 

funding continues to be oriented towards grant giving rather than regulation and enforcement of minimum 

standards." 

Pointing out to a private university which was been in controversy last year for selling PhD/MPhil degrees, the 

order further reads, "It is imperative than an urgent review of the UGC in its entirety is conducted." 

UGC Chairman Ved Prakash didn't respond to calls and messages. 

Why has UGC drawn flak? 
UGC is an autonomous body, which is headquartered in Delhi, runs its operations through six regional centres 

in Pune, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Bhopal, Guwahati and Bangalore. It was formed in 1956 as a statutory body. The 

commission has drawn flak from every quarter over years for its mishandling of the affairs related to higher 

education. Ved Prakash also courted a controversy when he reportedly retired himself as an employee of the 

commission at the age of 62 and fixed his pension and got reappointed himself as its chairperson till 2017. 

How will the overhaul help? 
The MHRD move is supposed to be a step towards restructuring underperforming higher education bodies, a 

long-pending demand of the educationists who have been pointing out at the mess in higher education including 

uncontrolled growth of colleges with no check of quality of education for many years. No Indian University 

figuring in top 100 world universities ranking was another sore point which hurt the image of Indian higher 

education system despite being one of the largest in the world. 

What are limitations of UGC? 
The UGC act was enacted in 1956 when only 20 varsities and 500 colleges with 0.21 million students were 

there across the country. This has now grown to 726 varsities and 38,000 and 28 million students. "The UGC 

has no mechanism to ensure follow up on compliance. These limitations can only be overcome by a thorough 

review and amending the UGC Act," said an official of MHRD. 
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IIT Bombay developing mobile apps to help patients in rural 

areas 

Janani Sampath,TNN | Aug 6, 2014, 10.12 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-Bombay-developing-mobile-apps-to-help-patients-in-rural-

areas/articleshow/39768693.cms 

CHENNAI: Strengthening basic infrastructure at district level hospitals and increasing mobility coupled with formation of 

telemedicine units would go a long way in making healthcare accessible and affordable in the country, said Dr Arnab 

Jana from the Center for Urban Science and Engineering, IIT Bombay, on Wednesday.  

 

Delivering a lecture on "Ensuring equity in healthcare accessibility: Need for a demand driven approach" at the IEEE R10 

HTC Conference in Chennai, Dr Jana said several people in rural areas had access to mobile phones and it was important 

to focus on that aspect and develop methods to make healthcare accessible to them.  

 

"It is essential to understand what people want in healthcare and the interaction between demand and supply to match 

their needs," he said.  

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Janani-Sampath.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-Bombay-developing-mobile-apps-to-help-patients-in-rural-areas/articleshow/39768693.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/tech-news/IIT-Bombay-developing-mobile-apps-to-help-patients-in-rural-areas/articleshow/39768693.cms


Page 5 of 13 

 

In a study conducted in the rural areas of West Bengal, it was found that though many people had mobile phones, most 

of them did not have access to internet. Many of them had to rely on public transport systems and this cost them high 

out of the pocket expense.  

 

"To make the better of the resources, IIT Bombay is in the process of developing apps that will help people in rural areas 

get quality healthcare at affordable costs," he said.  

 

The apps will help people fix appointments in hospitals so the waiting time can be saved and there are also apps that 

would deliver the results of tests through text messages so the patients don't not have to travel all the way to the 

hospital just to pick up the results.  

 

"Though it may not work for major illnesses, people with diabetes and kidney problems can benefit from it," said Dr 

Jana.  

 

NGT adjourns IIT- Madras case 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/ngt-adjourns-iit-madras-case/article6284872.ece 

The National Green Tribunal Southern Bench on Tuesday adjourned the case pertaining to construction of 

buildings on the Indian Institute of Technology – Madras (IIT-M) campus to August 22. When the petition, 

filed by E. Seshan, against the construction of buildings by felling trees on the campus came up for hearing, his 

counsel, M. Santhanaraman, said waiving prosecution against IIT-M and condoning its environmental 

violations would set a bad precedent in the State.  

The counsel for IIT-M submitted that new batches of students were living in cramped conditions.  

Hindustan Times (Indore), 
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Nalanda University set to open its doors from Sept 1  

NEW DELHI: Nalanda University, an international centre of learning coming up in Bihar, is all set to start its 

academic programme from September 1.  

FILE PHOTO 

Temporary campus of Nalanda University.  

The orientation will be organised on the August 29 and it will be an intimate interactive session between faculty 

members and students. A larger event is also planned in mid-September when external affairs minister Sushma 

Swaraj would visit the campus. The varsity may invite all the ambassadors of the East Asian countries given 

Nalanda’s inter-Asian footprint.  

More than 1,000 students from 40 countries have sought admission in the university, which will provide a 

subsidised fees structure according to students’ needs. The ministry of external affairs has decided to support 

six students from Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam.  

“At present, we have a total of eight faculty members in both schools and some are in the process of freeing 

themselves from other commitments and will join us soon. Applications have come from the US, Russia, 

England, Spain, Ger many, Japan, Myanmar, Austria and Sri Lanka, as also from West Asian and Southeast 

Asian countries among others,” Dr Gopa Sabharwal, vice-chancellor of the university told HT.  

Nalanda University came into being in 2010 following the passing of the Nalanda University Bill in both the 

Houses and a government notification specifying that the act will come into force on November 25, 2010.  

The admissions are still open, she said, adding that: “We have one student from Japan and are in the process of 

getting some students from the some east Asian countries.”  
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